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He found himself alone on a trip into the mountains,
He wanted to climb a very high, steep mountain he saw
towering in front of him. At first the ascent was somewhat
tiresome. Then it seemed to him that the higher he climbed
the more he felt himself drawn along toward the summit.
Faster and faster he climbed, and gradually a sort of ecstasy
came over him. It seemed to him as though he actually
flew up, and when he reached the top he seemed to weigh
nothing at all, and he walked off the summit into the empty
air. Here he awoke.
He wanted to know what I thought of this dream.   I
knew that he was not only an experienced, but an ardent
mountain-climber;   accordingly I was not surprised to see
once more a vindication of the rule, that the dream expresses
itself in the language of the dreamer.   Since I knew that
mountaineering was such a passion with him, I encouraged
him to talk about it.   He took this up very eagerly and
told me how he loved to go alone without a guide, because
the very danger of it had a tremendous fascination for him,
He also told me about several very dangerous tours in which
the daring he displayed made a particular impression upon me,
I wondered to myself what it could be that impelled him to
seek such dangerous situations, apparently too with an almost
morbid enjoyment.   Evidently he had a similar thought
himself, because he added, becoming at the same time more
serious, that he had no fear of danger, since death in the
mountains would be something very beautiful to him.   This
remark threw a significant light upon the dream.   Obviously
^he sought out danger, possibly with the unconfessed idea of
suicide.   But why should he seek death ?   Only some special
reason could explain this.   Therefore I threw in the remark
that a man in his position ought not to expose himself to such
dangerous situations.   To which he replied very emphatically
that he would never " give up his mountains ", that he had
to go to them to get away from the city and 'his family.
" This living at home does not suit me/' he said.   Here was

